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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Penguins around the World Compete for Fame in March of the Penguin Madness
e Penguins International Hosts Global Competition for Penguin Ambassadors
e Global Community to Crown a Penguin Champion from Zoos and Aquariums

Denver, CO (March 3, 2025)—

In a quest to be crowned the 2025 Penguin Champion, forty-eight penguins representing twelve
species have been nominated from zookeepers and aquarists around the world eager to go
head-to-head in Penguins International’s Annual March of the Penguin Madness Competition.

“We want to highlight penguins in zoos and aquariums that serve as ambassadors to their
species,” states Katie Propp, the Chief Operations Officer at Penguins International. “Wild
penguins continue to face numerous threats, as demonstrated by the uplisting of African
Penguins from ‘Endangered’ to ‘Critically Endangered’ last October. Penguin ambassadors at
zoos and aquariums inspire guests to want to save their wild counterparts which is why the
awareness aspect of this competition is so important.” Propp works for non-profit Penguins
International, an organization dedicated to protecting penguins to protect the planet. Current
programs include community education initiatives, field conservation support, and scientific
research. Penguins International fosters global partnerships, such as the Punta San Juan
Program’s work on Humboldt Penguins in South America and SANCCOB (The Southern African
Foundation for the Conservation of Coastal Birds), by raising funds for incubators for
abandoned African Penguin eggs. Each year, Penguins International highlights a penguin
scientist for World Penguin Day in April and offers penguin-themed education programs to the
community.

Last year, Penguins International’s March of the Penguin Madness Competition included ten
different penguin species: African Penguins, Humboldt Penguins, Magellanic Penguins, King
Penguins, Chinstrap Penguins, Gentoo Penguins, Northern Rockhopper Penguins, Southern
Rockhopper Penguins, Macaroni Penguins and Little Blue Penguins. Penguin contenders came
from all over the globe in the 2024 competition including Australia, South Africa, Poland,
Ireland, United Kingdom (England and Scotland), United Arab Emirates, and nineteen USA
States. The voting was done in a bracket style and resulted in Pearl, the Emperor Penguin chick
from SeaWorld San Diego coming into third place. Littlefoot, the King Penguin from Kansas City
Zoo and Aquarium, came into second place. After going viral reaching 1 million people in
Poland, Kokosanka the albino African Penguin from Zoo Gdarnsk was declared the Peng-Win
Champion for 2024.



Kokosanka (Coconut Cake in English) is an albino African Penguin that was hatched at Zoo
Gdansk in December of 2018. She has become a familiar face at the zoo due to her unique
white plumage caused by albinism- a condition in which cells cannot produce melanin.
Kokosanka grew dramatically in popularity thanks to the 2024 March of the Penguin Madness
competition. Pawet Ciesielski, Social Media Specialist at Zoo Gdarisk believes that Kokosanka’s
international success came from support by a popular Polish social media account, Make Life
Harder, which has over 1.5 million followers on Instagram. In fact, this media account also
helped Poland win the European Tree of the Year competition for the past three years!
Kokosanka’s crowning achievement not only helped Zoo Gdarnisk win penguin popularity, but
also served as an ambassador for African Penguins which, in October 2024, was uplisted from
an ‘Endangered’ to a ‘Critically Endangered’ species. Celebrating Queen Kokosanka, Zoo Gdarnsk
jumped into action creating a fundraiser for SANCCOB (the Southern African Foundation for the
Conservation of Coastal Birds) to drive donations to protect wild African Penguins, echoing the
impact of this global competition and driving home the importance for conservation of wild
penguins.

Last year’s silver medalist was Littlefoot, the King Penguin from the Kansas City Zoo &
Aquarium. In a statement provided by the Kansas City Zoo & Aquarium team, “it was a privilege
to have Littlefoot represent the Kansas City Zoo & Aquarium in this worldwide competition! His
story is just one example of the exemplary care provided by our Veterinary Health and Animal
Care teams. Littlefoot’s participation in this competition allowed us to place more of a spotlight
on penguin conservation and show the world just how charismatic and special penguins are.”

The time has come for another penguin champion to emerge! The 2025 March of the Penguin
Madness Global Competition has accepted nominees. Mark your calendar for March 10, 2025
to see the bracket reveal for which penguins will be going for the gold. The public will be able to
vote for their favorite penguin utilizing Penguin International’s website
(https://www.penguinsinternational.org) as well as on social media. The first round of voting is
expected to take place mid-March where polls are announced and opened for a 48-hour voting
period to allow for people around the world to cast their ballot. Penguins that make it through
each round continue on until only one penguin is crowned the “Peng-Win Champion,” along
with bragging rights for their institution.

Wild penguins face numerous threats, including oil spills, habitat degradation, pollution,
overfishing, climate change and severe weather impacts. Penguins International collaborates
with global partners to mitigate these threats and support conservation efforts. Penguins
International is a Conservation Partner Member of the AZA (Association of Zoos and
Aqguariums) and supports the vision and mission of AZA institutions working to save wildlife.

About Penguins International

Penguins International is a 501c3 non-profit organization based in Denver, Colorado, USA.
Founded in 2017 their mission is to protect penguins, to protect the planet! This mission is
accomplished by actively engaging in penguin conservation projects to advance knowledge and


https://www.penguinsinternational.org/

understanding of penguins through scientific research, and to promote awareness of threats to
penguins through conservation education programs. Currently 9, out of 18 species of penguins
are threatened with extinction. Penguins are marine sentinels and indicators of ocean health
and Penguins International programs and events are designed to protect them for future
generations to enjoy.
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